
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Overview 
It was evident from the survey we sent to our seniors that crossing the stage and hearing your name called 
as you receive your diploma cover were among the most important aspects of graduation that students 
were lamenting they would not get to experience. We have set aside June 3rd and June 4th to create an 
opportunity for you to experience this in the ERHS auditorium and to have it captured professionally on 
video. We also heard that sharing this moment with loved ones was important. Each graduate can bring 
four family members to the graduation ceremony. There will be an opportunity for family members to take 
their own pictures and video as the graduate walks across the stage.   
 

Logistics 
1. Please stick to your assigned window of time; it is a full three-hour window for your convenience.   
2. Every graduate must wear his/her cap and gown and adhere to appropriate dress for a formal ceremony 
3. Please adhere to social distancing guidelines that are posted   
4. Please leave campus in a timely manner as other graduates will be arriving 
5. Parking, ceremony proceedings, and safety guidelines are included in the subsequent page 
 
Final product 
The video from June 3rd/4th will be compiled with traditional aspects of the graduation ceremony, which 
will be pre-recorded on a separate day, to produce a digital graduation program.  During the week of June 
15th, will upload the compilated ceremony so that you can celebrate the graduating class of 2020!  

 

Assigned Dates & Times 

Wednesday, June 3 
8:00-11:00am             12:00-3:00pm 
Last names A-E           Last names F-K 

 
Thursday, June 4 

8:00-11:00am             12:00-3:00pm 
Last names L-R           Last names S-Z 

     

Mr. Lasso’s Principal Message 

The class of 2020 is living through what will undoubtedly be a watershed moment in history.  We 
recognize this is not what any of you envisioned. It is not the Fairgrounds. It is not your whole 
class together. But it is still your moment.  Our hope is that, despite the circumstances, you can 
still participate in a graduation ceremony that honors your accomplishments and brings closure 
to your 13-year journey. The plan below is designed to provide you with an overview and an 
invitation.  

If there is anything that would prevent you 
from making it to the graduation ceremony: 

*Transportation issues 
*Not having a cap and gown 
*Health concerns 

Please email Ms. Mancini at 
mancidm@puyallup.k12.wa.us   

so that we can help. 
     

https://twitter.com/JakeERJaguar1?scrlybrkr=25bf2809
https://twitter.com/JakeERJaguar1?scrlybrkr=25bf2809
mailto:mancidm@puyallup.k12.wa.us


 

Parking 

 In the attached map, you will see where to enter 
at the first gate. You can park your car in the 
student parking lot and proceed to the back of 
the building to check in. There will be limited 
Handicapped parking available behind the 
building next to the Athletic Complex. You can 
check in with security as you arrive in the parking 
area. 

Graduation Day Entrance 

Graduates and their four (4) guests will enter 
through the doors behind the Auditorium. There 
will be staff on hand to direct you where to wait, 
and when to proceed once you have checked in 
at the Graduate table.  

Seating 

Due to the restrictions still in place, there will be 
no seating for families during this walk through. 
We are asking that families maintain the 6 foot 
distancing per state regulations, and follow other 
safety guidelines set forth by the state governor. 
Bathrooms will also be unavailable at this time. 

Restrooms 

Restrooms will not be available for use during 
this time. Please plan accordingly.  

Staying healthy 

If you have symptoms of fever, coughing or 
shortness of breath, please stay home.  

Face coverings are recommended by the 
Washington State Department of Health.  

 

 

 

 

 

Graduation Attire 

All graduates will wear their emerald green caps 
and gowns. In addition, graduates should dress 
appropriately for a ceremony of this nature. If 
you have any questions, needs, or concerns 
about attire requirements, please contact your 
counselor via email and we will try to help. Aside 
from Honor Cords, Pathway Cords, or other 
school awards, no other adornments will be 
allowed on gowns. If you have an important 
cultural or religious exception that should be 
considered, please contact your administrator via 
email prior to May 18th. One exception we are 
making for the Class of 2020 is that we are 
allowing students to decorate their caps. This is 
not something we normally allow (nor should it 
be seen as setting a precedent). Decorations 
need to be in accordance with Student Dress 
Policy 3224. This means no decorations that 
display vulgarity, lewdness, or depictions of 
alcohol, tobacco, drug use, violence, weapons, 
gang affiliations, or sexually oriented themes. 
Mrs. Mancini is also available by email if you need 
help with your cap and gown. 

Diploma Pick Up:  

Graduates will be able to pick up their diplomas in 
the main office from 8 to 2 starting on Monday, 
June 15th. They will buzz in and sign them out in 
the front office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Q and A based on your survey responses 

What about honor cords? Will they be ready before the ceremony? 

Honor cords, pathway cords, medals, and all the other things that you would normally wear are available 
for pick up in the main office, Monday-Friday, 8-2pm.  You can buzz into the front office and find your 
regalia alphabetical by last name in the front foyer. 

What is the parking situation? 

Please enter through Gate #1 (see map). From there you will be directed to the parking area and to the line 
up area. When you leave, please leave through Gate #2.  

How is it morally acceptable to place this many people together when we will not even be out of state 
mandated lock down? 

School districts have been afforded “allowable building activities” within certain parameters. Everyone will 
not be in the auditorium at the same time. To ensure social distancing guidelines we will be regulating 
entrance into the auditorium to 1 to 2 graduates at a time and ensuring that proper spacing is in place. 
Also, guests will not be sitting down or opening doors.  Bathrooms will also be closed and not available for 
use.  
 
Finally, this is not a mandatory event. We recognize some families might not be comfortable with 
attending the event. If that is the case, please email Ms. Mancini at mancidm@puyallup.k12.wa.us. We will 
try to work with you to see if we find some alternative way of helping you celebrate your graduate.  
 
Why are we having the graduation so early?  

The Fairgrounds requires a 3-week advance notice to cancel. The videographer needed time to edit and 
compile all the different components of graduation in time to have a finished product by the week of June 
15th. The videographer is doing all five Puyallup School District high schools. The dates are especially early 
for Emerald Ridge High School because we are the first school to be recorded.  

Can you come anytime during that 3-hour span or is it from 8-11am? 

This is not a 3-hour ceremony that starts at 8am. You can come at any time during that time span to 
experience the walk across the stage, name reading, and cap toss. From the time you enter the building to 
when you toss your cap, we expect it to be ~10 minutes. To ensure social distancing guidelines there will be 
a maximum number of people allowed in the auditorium at any time.  

Does participating in this ceremony mean I graduated, and I am done? 

No. As mentioned above, the end product is scheduled to be published on June 12th. To put it all together 
we have to pre-record everything. Participating in this ceremony does not mean you have met the 
graduation requirements and will receive your diploma. The last day for seniors is still Thursday, June 11th.  
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If you can have that many people at ER at one time why could we have a bigger ceremony at Sparks 
Stadium? 

Everyone will not be in the auditorium at any given time. If you have been to Costco, Home Depot, or other 
stores that are regulating how many people come in at any given time, that’ll give you an idea of how this 
will work. If large groups of people come right at 8am, for example, there will be a line that extends 
outside and graduates (along with their guests) will be allowed into the auditorium one at a time. 

To ensure social distancing guidelines there will be a maximum number of people allowed in the 
auditorium at any time.  

Why can’t all members of the household attend? 

Unfortunately, we had to cap the number to ensure we could still follow social distancing guidelines.  

What will the ambiance in the auditorium be? Will it be decorated? 

Yes! The auditorium will be decorated. Pomp and Circumstance will be playing continuously as you enter 
the building and the auditorium.  

I have an AP test on during my assigned time. What do I do? 

Please prioritize your AP exam. We have list of students who we know are impacted by this and will be 
contacting them directly to make special arrangements. 

What if I cannot make my time? Are the times firmly scheduled? Are you able to offer alternative time 
slots? 

The times were broken down as listed to help with flow, social distancing, and to minimize the amount of 
time graduates might have to wait in line outside. If you absolutely cannot make your time please email 
Ms. Mancini at mancidm@puyallup.k12.wa.us so that we can help. Please recognize, however, that we only 
have so much flexibility we can offer to ensure that the four set times stay somewhat balanced.  

What do I need to bring with me? 

A big smile!  We are so glad to share this moment with you …. Nothing else is required. 

Do I need tickets? 

No.  

Will the YouTube release be something that can be accessed by anyone? Can the video be accessed any 
time after it is posted? 

Yes. The link will be sent out directly to families and posted on our website. You will be able to access the 
link at any time after it is posted.   
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EMERALD RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL 2020 GRADUATION CELEBRATION MAP 

 

Graduate/Guest  

Parking 

Grad/Guest 

Waiting Area 

Cap Toss 

Graduates should arrive anytime within their 
assigned window – come in through Gate 1 to 
park in lower parking lot and proceed to check 
in at “1”. 

Graduates and families will then head over to 
the waiting area at “2” for their opportunity to 
enter the building for their turn at “3”.   

Once inside the building, guests will follow 
directions of staff into the main auditorium, 
and graduates will enter the backstage door for 
their walk across the stage. 

Graduates will then meet their guests in the 
hallway outside of the upper gym and head out 
the exit doors to the cap tossing area. 

From the parking lot graduates and their guests 
will then leave campus through Gate 2. 

CONGRATULATIONS ERHS SENIOR CLASS! 
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